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E CARTER ADMINISTRATION HAS FROM THE BEGINNING 

D EMPHASIS UPON HUMAN RIGHTS, SECRETARY 

UT A LOGICAL AND, I B E L I E V E  UNIVERSALLY 

ACCEPTABLE FRAMEWORK OF THREE CATEGORIES : "THE 

RIGHT TO BE FREE FROM GOVERNMENTAL V I O L A T I O N  OF THE 

INTEGRITY OF THE PERSON," "THE RIGHT TO FULFILLMENT 

OF V I T A L  NEEDS L I K E  
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IN T H I S  FRAMEWORK WE 

RIGHTS AS A MATTER OF DELIBERATE POLICY AS WELL AS 

MORAL COMMITMENT, TECHNOLOGY AND MODERN COMMUN I CATI ONS 

HAVE SHRUNK THE WORLD TO A P O I N T  WHERE EVERYONE I S  

MORE ACUTELY AWARE OF HUMAN RIGHTS STANDARDS, OF THE 

IOLATIONS OF C I V I L  AND P O L I T I C A L  L I B E R T I E S J  AND 

SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER S A I D J  'OUR STRENGTH AS A 

NATION AND OUR MAGNETISM TO THE WORLD AT LARGE ARE 

PREDICATED ON OUR COMMITMENT TO HUMAN RIGHTS,  

ONLY PROPER THAT THE HUMAN RIGHTS CONSIDERATIONS 

IMPORTANT TO OUR NATIONAL L I F E  B E  REFLECTED I N  OUR 

L I F E  AS WELL, N 



I DON'T MEAN THAT WE ARE TRY1 

VALUES ON OTHERS, WE UNDERSTAND F 

NATIONS HAVE TRADITIONS VERY DIFFERENT FROM OURS. HE 
ARE BEING GUIDED BY THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF 

HUMAN RIGHTS, A DOCUMENT APPROVED BY THE UNITED !IATIONS 
IN 1943, WE ALSO HAVE 

CHARTER, AS DO ALL OTH 

THAT CHARTER TO PROMOTE RESPECT FOR, AND OB 

OF, HUMAN RIGHTS n 

LY THE UNITED STATES 

ORY AND HAS A 

CENTURY ACn T u ~ ~ P  --- 



SECONDLY) WE DO NOT E N V I S I O N  OUR HUMAN RIGHTS 

ADVOCACY AS AN AMERICAN MONOPOLY, WE R E A L I Z E  FULL 

WELL THAT HUMAN RIGHTS HAVE BEEN DEFENDED I N  OTHER 

LANDS) LONG BEFORE THE U N I T E D  STATES EXISTED,  I 
C I T E  THE LABORS OF BARTOLOMEO DE LAS CASAS AS ONE 

EXAMPLE, SO WE DO NOT DRAMATIZE OR GLAMORIZE OUR 

HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY AS A HEROIC SINGLE-HANDED EFFORT 

TO MAKE THE WORLD PERFECT, !)/E ARE S IMPLY TRYING TO 

COOPERATE WITH L I K E  MINDED GOVERNMENTS AND PEOPLES 
- 

TOWARDS A COMMON GOAL, IHE HUMAN RIGHTS CAUSE I S  
. . 

INTERNATIONAL , 

GOVERNMENTS, HE PREFER DEMOCRAT1 C GOVERNMENTS, BUT 

WE WORK FOR FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH A A T  MEANS 

WE ARE NOT TRYING TO OVERTHROW OR UNDERMINE 0 

REGIMES, IT ALSO MEANS THAT WE SEEK TO AVO1 

CONFRONTATIONSJ WHENEVER POSSIBLE)  AND THAT WE 

PREFER TO DISCUSS HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEMS P R I V A T E L y j  

IN A D D I T I O N )  WE FULLY UNDERSTAND THAT OTHER;:;; 
0 P 
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GaXERNMENTS HAVE UGLY, DANGEROUS PROBLEMS WHI CH &;\:@@ 
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.,, -, M I L I T A R Y  SALES TO A COUNTRY WHEN, I N  OUR SEST 
.. . 

JUDGMENT, THE ONLY IMMEDIATE RESULT WILL BE THAT SUCH 
. . 

. . ' I 

ASSISTANCE TO A REPRESSIVE REGIME WHEN, ONCE AGAIN 
. . . , . . 

I N  OUR BEST JUDGMENT, THE ONLY IMMEDIATE RESULT W I  

BE TO DEPRIVE THE POOREST SECTOR OF THE POPULA 

OF DESPERATELY NEEDED HELP? 

THESE ARE ONLY A FEW OF THE TOUGH VEXING QUESTION 



PUBLIC OPINION, INCLUDING INTELLECTUALS, RELIGIOUS 

LEADERS, P O L I T I C A L  PARTIES, LABOR UNION ORGANIZATIONSJ 

BAR ASSOCIATIONS AND OTHER PROFESSIONAL GROUPSJ 

STUDENTS, ETC 1 IT I S  IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT MANY OF 

THESE SUPPORTERS HAVE TRADIT IONALLY BEEN C R I T I C A L  OF 

U I S I  POLICY,  

BUT I THINK THE MOST IMPORTANT ACHIEVEMENT OF 

OUR HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY HAS BEEN I T S  VERY P O S I T I V E  

IMPACT ON THE ACTUAL DAY TO DAY HUMAN RIGHTS S I T U A T I O N  

I N  LATIN AMERICA# THERE I S  LESS TORTURE AND MURDER, 

PUBLISHED OF PERSONS B E I N G  HELDJ MANY PRISONERS HAVE 

BEEN RELEASEDJ STATES OF S IEGE HAVE BEEN L I F T E D J  CEN- 

SORSHIP HAS BEEN REMOVED OR MODERATED, MORE ELECTIONSw- 

VISIT COUNTRIESj  AND THE AMERICAN CONVENTION HAS BEEN 

SIGNED AND RAT1 F I ED, TH I s I S ENCOURAG I N G  PROGRESS 

I HASTEN TO ADD THAT I DO NOT CLAIM FOR ONE 

MOMENT THAT T H I S  PROGRESS I S  DUE MAINLY TO OUR HUMAN 



VIOLATED--BUT NONETHELESS A L I V E j  OF RESPECT FOR THE 

RIGHTS OF THE I N D I V I D U A L  AND THE DEMOCRATIC I D E A L ,  

CONTRIBUTION AND I FEEL AMERICANS SHOUUI DERIVE QUIET 

SATISFACTION FROM THAT CONTRIBUTIO 

THE FUTURE, 

O R I G I N A T I N G  

HUMAN RIGHTS 

E CAN DEVELOP A MORE P O S I T I V E  S I  

WITH GOVERNME CH ARE I M P  G T H E I R  HUMAN 

RIGHTS RECORD D j  I N  GENER 

US BECOME MUC 

ACROSS THE BOA 

WHEN YOU ARGUE THAT WE S 

I F  WE REALLY CARE ABOUT NU 
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